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On Feb. 3 in Washington, State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler told reporters that
the Bush administration will permit Havana to keep a share of the dollar revenues generated by
installation of a new undersea telephone cable linking the two countries. The money would be
paid to Cuba, she said, in exchange for allowing the cable to function. An old cable linking Cuba
to the US wore out in 1987. AT&T replaced the cable in 1989, but it has not been activated pending
an agreement on revenue sharing between the company and the Cuban government. Meanwhile,
telephone communications have been carried by a radio link established in 1959. Tutwiler said
the economic embargo was not being relaxed. Negotiations between Cuban officials and AT&T
to activate the cable began in December after AT&T received authorization from Washington to
proceed. According to Tutwiler, "We support free flow of information between the United States
and Cuba. Replacing a worn out telephone cable will permit greater communication between the
Cuban-American community and their relatives on the island...The license review process ensures
that the Cuban government will not earn excessive revenues as a result." Tutwiler said the new
formula is a departure from past policy because the revenues earned by Cuba from the radio link
and the old undersea cable were deposited in a blocked account which Havana cannot access. (Basic
data from Reuter, Associated Press, 02/03/92)
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